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The Honerable Carl Vinson, Chairman cpt 
Comumittee on Armed Services eee 
U. &. House of Representatives ic 
Washington 25, D. C, 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 


lappreciate the opportunity offered by your letter of January 
i7, 1955 to comment on the bill, H. B. 936, intreduced by Congress- 
man Cole. The case of Major William V. Holohan has, of course, 
received much publicity, and the facta generally are a matter of 
public record, but the official regords of the Office of Strategic 
Services in which the Holohan papers are retained are in the custody 
of this Agency and have been thproughly reviewed by members of 
my immediate ataff, 


f 

Major Holohan was peysougily chosen by Major General 
William J, Donovan, then Director of the \ffice of Strategic Services, 
to lead the mission in Northern Italy, which is variously known as 
the Mangostine or Chrysler mjssion. This selection was a matter 
of importance, because the djvision of the kalian partisans behind 
the German lines into Cemmanist ami non-Communist dominated 
groups increasingly con oniplicated the political situation in Northern 
aly and the attempts ¢f the Office of Strategic Services to utilize 
these partisan groupa/to cémbat the Germans, While the main 
objective was still to harass and assist the defeat of the German 
armies, these polit}ral developments heli most serious implics- 
tlons for the post-war brid. It was essential that missions 
dispatched to dixget ang supply partisans understand these implica- 
tions and assure, insofar as possible, that the Communist dominated 
groups were in 4 o esas strengthened materially or assisted politically 
by Amerie a 


The vaforas tddtcate that Major Holohan was selected not 
enly for hia/military qualifications but fer his qualities of integrity, 


o 


strength a ener and devotion to American ideals, In the 
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correspondence between Major Holohan and his commanding officer, 
it is obvious that he was well aware of the delicacy of his mission 
and the dangers not only from German reprisals but also frem 
political machinations of those with whom he was to be in contact. 
Despite this awareness, he proceejed to organize and prepare a 
mission as rapidly as possible and was successful in achieving his 
target by air drop in September 1944, In itself, to parachute into 
strange country occupied by hostile forces takes a high degree of 
courage and fortitude, These were magnified by the particular cir- 
cumstances obtaining in the area where Major Holohan landed. Fro 
that point to the time of his death he carrie) out his assigned mission 
with exemplary ability and oe under constantly hazardeus con- 
ditions, 


While the cireumatances of his death have never been estab- 
shed by an American court of law, the Jocumentation of the case 
points with great directness to the conclusion that Major Holohan 
met his death at the hanie of members of his own team, The motives 
imvelved are a matter for speculation, but there is no question of 
Major Holohan's honorable conduct to the rsoment when he met jeath 
while engaged in the perfermiance of his official duties, 


We trust the foregoing will be of assistance in consideration 
of the bill, but I feel I must add one thought. Many, may Office of 
Strategic Services’ representatives, military and civilian, went 
behiad enemy Mines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by 
infiltration. Many did so in the face cf circwmstances equally or, 
in some instances, more immediately hazardous to their Hvca than 
did Major Holchan. Some lost their lives and others were wounde? 
or otherwise injured, and in some cases were captured, tortured, 
aud executed. Many of these have already received decorations in 
person or posthumondly. If it is ietermined to honor Major Holohan 
in the manner proposed by the bill, I feel it should be recognized 
that he was but one of a band of brave and devoted Americans who 
undertook service of this type with full awareness of the hazards to 
be encountered, . 
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The Bureay of the Budget advises’ ‘that they have no objection 
te the submission of this report. 


With kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


Allen W. Dalles 
Direetor 


Lo” 
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The Honorable Carl Vingwa,/ Chalivoan 
Committee on Armed Services 

U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D, Cc, 


Dear Mr, Chairman: 


l appreciate the opportunity offered by your letter of January 17, 
1955 to comment on the bill, H.R. 936, introduced by Congreseman 
Cole, The case of Major William V, Holohan has, ef course, received 
much publicity, and the facts generally are a matter of public record, 


The records indicate that Major Holohan was selected not only for 
his military qualifications but for his qualities of integrity, strength of 
character, and devotion to American ideals. In itself, to parachute into 
strange country occupied by hostile forces takes a high degree of 
courage and fortitude. These were magnified by the particular circum- 
stances obtaining in the area where Major Holohan landed, From that 
point to the time of his death he carried out his assigned mission with 
exemplary ability and courage under constantly hazardous conditions. 
There is no question of Major Holohan's honorable conduct to the 
moment when he met death while engaged in the performance of his 
official duties. 


We trust the foregoing will be of assistance in consideration of 
the bill, but I feel I must add one thought. Many, many Office of 
Strategic Services’ representatives, military anc civilian, went behini 
enemy lines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by infiltration, 
Many did so in the face of circunistances equally or, in some instances, 
more immediately hazardous to their lives than did Major Holohan. 
Some lost their Hives and others were woundes or otherwise injured, 
and in some cases were captured, tortureii, and executed, Many of 
these have already received decorations in person or posthumously. 
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H it is determined to honor Major Holohan in the manner propesei by 


the bill, I feel it should be recognized that he was but one of a band of 


brave and devoted Americana whe undertook service of this type with 
full awareness of the hazards to be encountered. 


The Bureau of the Budget advises that they have no objection to 
the submizsion of this report. 


With kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


SIGNED 


Alien W. Dulles 
Director 
OGC:WLP/blc (6 June 55) 
Rewritten(17 June 55) 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 23, D. Cc. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


The Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 

U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D. C, 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 


I appreciate the opportunity offered by#your letter of January 
17, 1955 to comment on the bill, H.R. 9365" introduced by Congress- 
man Cole, The case of Major William V e olohan has, of course, 
received much publicity, and the facts gnerally are a matter of 
public recordg (out the official records @f the Office of Strategic 
Services in which the Holohan papers, fre retained are in the custody 
of this Agency and have been a a reviewed by members of 


my immediate staff, 4 


ie 


[Major Holohan was persong y chosen by Major General 
William J. Donovan, then Director of the Office of Strategic Services, 
to lead the mission in Northerg Italy, which is variously known as 
the Mangostine or Chrysler mifssion, This selection was a matter 
of importance, because the division of the Italian partisans behind 
the German lines into Communist and non=Communist dominated 
groups increasingly complicated the political situation in Northern 
Italy and the attempts of the Office of Strategic Services to utilize 
these partisan groups tox ‘combat the Germans, While the main 
objective was still to harass and assist the defeat of the German 
armies, these politica] developments held most serious implica- 
tions for the post-wag world, It was essential that missions 
dispatched to directand supply partisans understand these implica~ 
tions and assure, iAsofar as possible, that the Communist dominated 
groups were in nofway strengthened materially or assisted politically 
by American aidg” 


The recgrds indicate that Major Holohan was selected not 
only for his hilitary qualifications but for his qualities of integrity, 
strength of gharacter, and devotion to American ideals, {In the 
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correspondence between Major Holohan and his yéommanding officer, 
it is obvious that he was well aware of the delfcacy of his mission 
and the dangers not only from German reprigals but also from 
political machinations of those with whom gie was to be in contact, 
Despite this awareness, he proceeded togorganize and prepare a 
mission as rapidly as possible and Was, eeenecal in achieving his 
target by air drop in September 1944 mi ‘In itself, to parachute into 
strange country occupied by hostile f#rces takes a high degree of 
courage and fortitude, These weregmagnified by the particular cir- 
cumstances obtaining in the area where Major Holohan landed, From 
that point to the time of his deathghe carried out his assigned mission 
with exemplary ability and courgge under constantly hazardous con- 
ditions, 


£ 


i 


, Fs 

| While the circumstancgs of his death have never been estab- 
lished by an American courg of law, the documentation of the case 
points with great directne 6 to the conclusion that Major Holohan 
met his death at the hand¢ of members of his’ Qwn team. The motives 
involved are a matter fox speculation, but/fhere is no question of 
Major Holohan's honorable conduct to the moment when he met death 
while engaged in the i deities of his official duties. 

We trust the i: ee will be of assistance in consideration 
of the bill, but I fee@f I must add one thought. Many, many Office of 
Strategic Services¥ representatives, military and civilian, went 
behind enemy lings by parachute drop, by water approach, or by 
infiltration, Ma fy did so in the face of circumstances equally or, 
in some instangés, more immediately hazardous to their lives than 
did Major Holghan, Some lost their lives and others were wounded 
or otherwise fnjured, and in some cases were captured, tortured, 
and executed, Many of these have already received decorations in 
person or posthumously. If it is determined to honor Major Holohan 
in the manher proposed by the bill, I feel it should be recognized 
that he wAés but one of a band of brave and devoted Americans who 
undertosk service of this type with full awareness of the hazards to 
be en¢ountered, 
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Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM : Legislative Counsel 


SUBJECT: Letter to Chairman Vinson 


Attached is a redraft of the letter to Chairman Vinson on the 
Holohan decoration, The Army has consistently opposed this and 
similar legislation on the grounds that decorations of this sort should 
be confined to awards by the agencies authorized to make them and not 
by special legislation. Therefore, the Bureau of the Budget has felt 
that our reply to Chairman Vinson should be somewhat qualified, which 
accounts for the addition of paragraph 3. 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


STAT = 
TO 3 DATE; 13 June 1955 
FROM a Legislative Counsel 
, SUBJECT: Letter for Chairman Vinson 


In regard to the attached letter to Chairman Vinson on the bill for. 
Major Holohan, it should be noted that it is necessary for the Bureau of 
the Budget to approve any reply we send to the Congress. As the Bureau 
felt that our position might be at variance with the position expressed 
last year by the Department of the Army, it was necessary for the 
Bureau to get a re-expression of the Army's views. As this is a bill 
of low priority all around, considerable time elapsed between the time STAT 
we sent our draft to the Bureau until we received the Bureau of the 
Budget's okay a few days ago. 
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2¢ January i954 


Mr. Roger 4. Jones 
Assistant Director 
Legislative Keference 
Bureaa of the cae 
Washington 22 oy 


Dear Mr. Jones: 


This Agency has received a letter from Chair - 
man Vinson of the House Armed Services Commilttec 
stating that at the request of Congressman Cole the 
comments of CIA are solicited on H.R, 956, @ bill 
authorizing and requesting the President to award the 
Legion of Merit posthumously to Major “William V. 
Holohan. 

This Agency's views on the proposed legislation 
are attached herewith, and it is requested that we be 
authorized to submit them tc the  ongress. 


Sincerely yours, 


Walter i... Plerthei mez 
Legislative Counsel | 
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Draft - 21 January 1955 


The Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman 


; SGLUMERT KO. 
Committee on Armed Services MO CHE Mt ahessS. Cy 
House of Representatives Flies Gc Cot aae: Saas 


AUTH: HE 10-2 
Dear Mr. Chairman: pares_———mevewer.| | 


lL appreciate the opportunity offered by your letter of January 17, 
1955, to enaiten on the bill, H.R. 936, introduced by Congressman 
Cole. The case of Major William V. Holohan has, of course, received 
much publicity, and the facts generally are a matter of public record, 
but the official records of the Cffice of Strategic Services in which the 
Holohan papers are retained are in the custody of this Agency aad have 
been thoroughly reviewed by members of my immediate staff. 

Major Holohan was personally chosen by Major General William 
J. Donovan, then Director of the Office of Strategic Services, to 
lead the mission in Northern Italy, which is variously known as the 
Mangostine and/or Chrysler mission. This selection was a matter 
of importance, because the division of the Italian partisans behind 
the German lines into Communist and non-Communist dominated 
groups increasingly complicated the political situation in Northern 
Italy and the attempts of the Office of Strategic Services to utilize 
these partisan groups to combat the Germans. While the main objec - 
tive was still to harass and assist the defeat of the German armies, 


these political developments held most serious implications for the 
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post-war world. lit was essential that missions dispatched to direct 


and supply partisans understand these implications and assure, inso- 


far as possible, that the Communist dominated groups were in no 
way strengthened materially or assisted politically by American aid. 
The records indicate that Major Holohan was seiected not 

only for his military qualifications but for his qualities of integrity, 
strength of character, and devotion to American ideals. In the cor- 
respondence between Major Holohan and his commanding officer, it 
is obvious that he was well aware of the delicacy of his mission and 
the dangers not only from German reprisals but also from political 
machinations of those with whom he was to be in contact. Despite 
this awareness, he proceeded to organize and prepare a mission as 
rapidly as possible and was successful in achieving his target by air 
drop in September 1944. In itself, to parachute into strange country 
occupied by hostile forces takes a high degree of courage and forti- 
tude. These were magnified by the particular circumstances obtain- 


ing in the area where Major Holohan landed. From that point to the 


_ time of his death he carried cut his assigned mission with exemplary 


ability and courage under constantly hazardous conditions. 


While the circumstances of his death have never been established 


by an American court of law, the documentation of the case points 
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with great directness to the conclusion that Major Holohan met his 
death at the hands cf members of his own team. The motives involved 
are a matter for speculation, but there is no question of Major 
Holohan's honorable denacek to the moment when he met death while 
engaged in the performance of his official duties. 

We trust the foregoing will be of meeisiance in consideration 
of the bill, but I feel I must add one thought. Many, many Office 
of Strategic Services' representatives, military and civilian, went 
behind enemy lines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by 
infiltration, Many did so in the face of circurmstances equally or in 
some instances, more immediately hazardous to their lives than did 
Major Holohan. Some lost their lives and others were wounded or 
otherwise injured, and in sore cases were captured, tortured, and 
executed, Many of these have already received decorations in person 
er posthumously. If it is determined to honor Major Holohan in the 
manner proposed by the bill, | feel it should be recognized that he was 


but one of a band of brave and devoted Americans who undertook 


service of this type with full awareness of the hazards to be encountered. 


Sincerely yours, 
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